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1 hereby certify *at *i* paper is being transmitted via iaesimile to 
Commissioner (or Patents, to the facsimile number above on the date 
Indicated above: 




MAIL STOP: AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

It appears that for convenience, the Examiner has paraphrased the claimed language in the 
Reasons for Allowance. While the Applicants understand the Examiner's desire to use 
convenient phraseology, the Applicants note that the proper scope of the claims should be 
governed based on the express language of the claims themselves in the event there is any 
inconsistency (actual or perceived) between the claimed language and Examiner's paraphrasing. 
Furthermore, words used in the Examiner's paraphrasing should not be construed as claim 
limitations if the claims themselves do not include the language referenced by the Examiner. 
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Other references or characterizations made by the Examiner in his Reasons for Allowance that 
are not present in the claims are not to be construed as limitations. 

Applicants agree with the Examiner that the prior art do not describe or suggest 
Applicants* invention as set forth in claims 1-3 and 5-30. However, the Examiner made a 
statement that recites "The prior art was not found that explicitly teaches to fairly suggest the 
group comprising process state data, tool state data, offline metrology data and integrated 
metrology data..." (see bottom of page 2 through top of page 3 of the Notice of Allowance). 
Examiner's comments seemed to suggest that Markush Groups exist in the claims. Applicants 
respectfully assert that the claims there are no Markush Groups in the claims. The intended 
respective scopes of the claims are defined by the respective languages recited in the claims. 

Applicants respectfully assert that patentable weight does not necessarily go to all of the 
language of the claims. The combination of the language in each claim generally defines the 
patentable invention recited by each claim. Therefore, the language in each claim defines the 
respective scope of the claim. 
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Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned 
attorney at the Houston, Texas telephone number (713) 934-4069. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 




WILLIAMS, MORGAN & AMERSON, P.C 
CUSTOMER NO. 23720 




Jotffi, Reg. No. 50,737 
Richmond, Suite 1100 
Houston, Texas 77042 
(713) 934-7000 
(713)934-7011 (facsimile) 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT(S) 
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